
Professor Isobel Pollock
Professor Isobel Pollock is a Visiting Professor in engineering 
and design at the University of Leeds.

“I’ve worked with great people in many challenging 
environments. I really like that the opportunities 
provided by new innovative technologies can result 
in alternative solutions to problems. Professional 
engineering skills will always be in demand.”

My Sparkling Career



Isobel is also on the board of the Engineering 
Council and chairs its Qualifications and 
Membership board. 

Coming from a family of engineers, Isobel studied 
mechanical engineering at Imperial College, and 
then joined ICI, progressing from power station 
services manger to a role commissioning a new 
chemical plant. Isobel then moved onto several 
roles with DuPont Howson in Leeds, including 
managing the North American Quality Group.

Professor at the University of Leeds, Isobel works 
with the Keyworth Institute within the School of 
Engineering to support the academic staff and 
students, including a Knowledge Transfer Project 
with a local engineering company. She is also Chair 
of the Industrial Advisory Panel for Mechanical 
Engineering in the School of Engineering.

Isobel is committed to promoting engineering to 
young people. In 2007 she published a mini Rough 
Guide called ‘Designing Your Future’. 

“I found it rewarding interacting with 
customers and then being able to tackle 
the problem from source to resolution 
through to national level in the company. 
Since then, in all my roles, I use the 
skills I developed as a quality manager, 
whether it be consulting, listening, auditing, 
risk assessments, setting standards, 
communications and problem solving.”
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